

11th February 2008 

The General Manager

Parramatta City Council 

PO Box 32

Parramatta 
NSW
2124

Dear sir

DA/5/2008      1 Nirvana St., Pendle Hill

Alterations to and use of the premise as a Brothel
Please be advised of my objection to the above mentioned development proposal. There can be little question that it would have a detrimental impact on the amenity of the neighbourhood.

The current Council Development Control Plan (2005) has the following aims:

· Ensure that development contributes to the quality of the natural and built environments

· Encourage development that contributes to the quality of the public domain

· Ensure that development is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable

· Ensure future development has consideration for the needs of all members of the community

· Ensure development positively responds to the qualities of the site and its context

· Ensure development positively responds to the character of the surrounding area.

The establishment of a brothel does not fit within these aims. Our community does not need and does not want a brothel, nor a red light district. Should this application be successful we will be a step closer to such a reality. 

The social amenity of the neighbourhood must include a consideration for the needs of all members of the community. The proposed location is within just a few hundred metres of residential areas. Further, it is close to both Toongabbie West Public School and Pendle Hill High School, as well as a number of child care centres. The area is becoming more and more occupied by younger families. A brothel in such a neighbourhood is totally inappropriate.

Further, a development must contribute to the quality of the public domain, and also must be socially and environmentally sustainable. Evidently the applicant has elected neither to examine, nor consider the moral issues raised by their application. I would implore the Council to undertake a proper examination and consideration of these issues prior to making any determination. History proves and continues to prove that the sex industry degrades and continues to degrade the amenity of a neighbourhood, both in terms of social amenity and the destruction of people’s lives. Such a situation in Pendle Hill will both reduce the quality of the public domain, and is socially unsustainable for all members of the community. Moreover the impact of increased traffic on Ballendella Rd must be considered, given the proposed brothel’s size and proposed 24 hour, seven day a week operation.

In addition, a development must respond positively to the qualities of the site and its context, and positively to the character of the surrounding area. It is inevitable that this application will fail to do so. In fact, it will be detrimental. Already I have noted the presence of schools and child care centres in the immediate area. It is also true that the flow on effects must be considered. The presence of a brothel only increases the likelihood of drug trafficking and illegal prostitution activities. The nature of the street scape in this vicinity includes large open forecourts to premises with a high level of shadowing increasing the probability for concealed activities. I do not want this area becoming a hub for illicit and / or criminal behaviour. 

‘Best Practice Town Planning’ does not include the establishment of such a situation and, as demonstrated briefly above, this application does not comply with the aims of the DCP. 

I applaud the Council for rejecting and fighting previous similar applications, and urge the Council to use all within its power to do so once again with regard to this application.

Kind Regards

Raj Gupta

Senior Minister

